Patrington Parish Council
Clerk to Parish Council Diane Chapman , 17 Westgate Patrington HU12 0NA

01964 630554 e-mail patringtonpc@btinternet.com
Patrington Cemetery : Burial Ground and Garden of Remembrance:

Rules and regulations
These Rules and Regulations will be subject to annual review by the Parish Council but it may on occasion be necessary   to amend them at short notice, in which case any amendment will be displayed on the noticeboard in the Cemetery.
Patrington Cemetery is owned and managed by Patrington Parish Council and the following regulations have been drawn up in order to ensure that the Burial Ground and Garden of Remembrance are managed to a high standard and to maintain a pleasing appearance to minimise stress to the bereaved as far as possible. The regulations will also serve to ensure that the Parish Council or its agents are able to maintain freedom of access for all maintenance and burial requirements and to ensure public safety.
1) Exclusive Right of Burial: All grave spaces are doubles. Exclusive Right of Burial Deeds will be provided on the purchase of a new grave or remembrance plot. This document is proof of ownership of grave space and must be produced to the Council when a request is made for burial. Only one original Deed can exist - duplicates issued for joint grave owners will be marked “Copy.”  Exclusive Right of Burial is for a maximum of 100 years but can be “topped up” in the future for an additional fee providing that the period of the deed never exceeds 100 years. Upon the expiry date the ownership of the grave space reverts back to the Council if the deed holder has not expressed the desire to extend the period. 
Requests for advance purchase of any type of grave space cannot be accepted – this is to ensure the availability of burial space for those who need it immediately and not at some time in the future. Grave spaces will be allocated in sequence by the Council; specific plots cannot be requested. 
*  Note: you buy exclusive right of burial in the plot, not the plot itself; the land remains the property of Patrington Parish Council. The lease of the plot is recorded in a Deed of Grant. You can direct who else may be buried in the grave and you may erect a headstone.*
2) Hours of Opening : the Cemetery is open to the public during daylight hours throughout the year, but the Council reserves the right to exclude the public if it should be necessary on any particular occasion. Such days and hours may be varied by the Council from time to time, in which case notice will be given in the Cemetery. 
3) Notice of Burial : notice must be given to the Clerk to the Parish Council or his/her deputy* at least three working days prior to the interment, allowing three clear days (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and all Bank Holidays) between the day on which notice is given and the day of the funeral. In the case of stillborn children a Registrar’s Certificate must also be delivered to the Clerk. 
Interments may take place with or without the services of a clergyman or Minister of Religion. 

All information requested on the Council’s official form must be provided : the Council shall not be held responsible for any delays, postponements or other consequences whatsoever which arise from failure or omission to give proper or adequate notice or from errors in or failure to complete any parts of the form of the notice or application.

4) Hours of Burial : Burials shall normally take place on Mondays to Fridays inclusive and they must not start before 9 a.m. The time arranged for burial shall be that of arrival at the graveside. 

Only in cases of emergency shall burials be permitted on a Sunday, Good Friday, Christmas Day or any other public holiday and in these cases a certificate from a coroner or registered medical practitioner notifying that immediate burial is essential is required. 
5) Digging of Graves : the depth of every grave (whether or not the Exclusive Right of Burial has been purchased) is controlled by the Council. No grave may be deepened after the first burial. A layer of at least six inches (15 cms) of earth must be left between the coffins of a double depth grave and there must be no disturbance of any interred remains. No part of any coffin shall be less than three feet (90 cms) below the level of the ground.

The Council does not undertake the digging of graves or plots for ashes. Responsibility for this rests with the Undertaker.  Grave diggers must adhere to the Code of Practice and safe working procedures.

6) Register of Official Plans : a register of burials in and plans of the Cemetery showing the position of every grave space will be kept by the Parish Clerk and can be inspected by prior arrangement and without charge during normal daylight hours, Monday to Friday (excluding Bank Holidays.) 

Memorials:
7)  All graves are to be treated as lawn section for ease of maintenance and to ensure that the Parish Council are able to keep the Cemetery neat and tidy. Once the grave has settled grass seed with be placed on the soil to allow the lawn to grow (This must not be removed) .Kerb sets of any kind are not permitted. Planting of plants and bulbs are not permitted.
8) All grave spaces will be maintained by the Parish Council

9) Only one memorial headstone is allowed per grave: it may be of any natural colour of stone, marble or slate and to any Council approved design providing it will not cause offence or distress to other users of the cemetery.
If you propose a non-standard (i.e. other than rectangular) design, please consult with the Parish Council first to ensure that is acceptable: the Parish Council will consider all requests sympathetically but their decision remains final.
10) Memorials may not be higher than 3 feet (90cms) from ground level inclusive of the base, nor wider than 2 ft (60 cms),  and must stand on a sub-base of reinforced concrete or durable stone not more than 3 ft (90 cms) in length,  1 ft 6 ins (45 cms)  in width and 4 ins (10 cms) in thickness.  They must be fixed to comply with current NAMM regulations (see page 4).  Memorials must have the grave number on the back .
11) Memorials may not be placed until natural settlement of the grave has elapsed following interment – a minimum of 6 months is advised. A temporary wooden cross or grave marker may be placed showing the name of the deceased and the grave number until a permanent memorial can be placed. 
12) Maintenance of the memorial is the responsibility of the grave deed holder, who is required to maintain the memorial in sound and safe condition. Patrington Parish Council recommends that memorials are insured against damage or vandalism and reserve the right to take whatever action it deems necessary to protect the public should a memorial become broken or unsafe.
13) If no memorial headstone is to be placed, one vase only (not glass), of a material and design approved by the Parish Council, with or without inscription, is allowed. A vase in lieu of a headstone must be situated at the headstone position to facilitate ease of grass cutting and maintenance. In the absence of a memorial or grave marker, the Parish Council reserves the right to place a marker bearing the grave number. 
14) Temporary memorials : the Parish Council appreciates the distress experienced by the bereaved and understands the need for some form of temporary memorial until a permanent memorial can be erected. At no time however will the Council permit the use of any glass vase or container because of the hazard if broken,  or any container deemed inappropriate such as plastic bottles or jars. The council reserves the right to remove any such item.
15) Garden of Remembrance : Plots for the interment of cremated remains will be 2’ ft x 3 ft (60 cms x 90 cms) and turfed;  headstones in the Garden of Remembrance may not exceed 2’3’’ high x 1’9’’ wide and 3’’ thick. The base 2 ft wide x 12’’ deep x3 ‘’ which may include one or more integral flower containers. The foundations 30’’ x18’’ x3’’ made of reinforced concrete or durable stone and set flush with the ground. It may be erected at the same time as remains are interred. They may be of any natural colour of stone, marble or slate and must be 
fixed to comply with current NAMM regulations;  they  must also have the plot number on the back. The initial plots for cremated remains will be situated alongside the main path with the headstones facing the path. 

16) Permitted displays : Burial ground  and  Garden of Remembrance : up to two vases (NOT Glass) per plot, integral to or central to or on either side of the base of the headstone. They must not be placed away from the headstone  . Fresh or silk flowers are allowed, but please renew silk flowers displays when faded,  to keep the cemetery looking fresh and tidy.
The Parish Council reserves the right to remove any unauthorised decorations from anywhere within the Cemetery.
17) Displays NOT permitted :

a) Ornaments of any kind
b) Plants or bulbs  planted in the soil.
c) Glass vases or containers

d) Pots, baskets or tubs of plants or flowers

e) Ornamental pots

f) Soft toys or teddies

g) Wind chimes

h) Flags

i) Glasses or bottles of beer etc.

j) Candles or lanterns

k) Fencing of any kind

l) Ornamental stones

m) Any item with sticks or spikes

n) Metal structures (Brass, copper, steel, wrought iron etc.)

o) Any other item deemed inappropriate or hazardous by the Parish Council. 
The council reserves the right to remove any non-permitted item.
18) Remembrance, Anniversary and Christmas Wreaths are permitted on graves and in the Garden of Remembrance, but must be fixed temporarily in place to ensure that they remain on the correct grave (string round the memorial is ideal.)  It would be helpful if relatives would remove Remembrance and Anniversary wreaths within two months of placement and Christmas wreaths by 15th March.  Any wreath remaining after this period will be removed by the Parish Council and disposed of.
19) Miscellaneous 

a) No games or sports to be played in the cemetery

b) No trees or shrubs to be planted without permission of the Parish Council.
c) All dogs must be under control and on a short lead at all times. Please keep to the paths and do not allow

  your dog onto graves, and you MUST clean up after your dog and take all bags home for disposal.
d) No children under the age of 12 are allowed in the cemetery unless accompanied by a responsible adult.

e) Visitors shall not cut, pick, fell or remove from the cemetery any flower, tree or shrub, nor sit on any memorial, monument, headstone or structure other than a seat provided for the purpose.

f) Litter and withered flowers should be taken home for disposal in your domestic refuse.

g) Visitors to the cemetery are asked to behave in a quiet and orderly manner so as to preserve the quiet reverence and peaceful atmosphere of the cemetery.

h) The council reserves the right to alter, amend or add to these regulations.

i) The Clerk to the Parish Council will be pleased to render whatever help or advice is needed and enquiries can be made to: 
 Clerk to Patrington Parish Council :                                       

         Mrs Diane Chapman








         17 Westgate





         Patrington





         HU12 0NA


        01964 630554   patringtonpc@btinternet.com

The memorial must be fixed in accordance with British Standard 8415.  Stainless steel dowels of grade 304 or higher must be used to fix all parts of the memorial.  Memorials over 625mm high fixed on an independent foundation must use a Ground Support System accredited by the National Association of Memorial Masons (NAMM).
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